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The COVIDiary Assignment 
Daniel 9th Grade, English 1 

 
 

Instructions 
All of the comments in purple are new additions to the document.  Your teachers are learning and growing 
through this experience, too.  Please pay particular attention to these new items and information. 
 
While our physical school is closed, you will keep a journal about this once-in-a-lifetime event. We are all 
experiencing the Covid-19 pandemic. There are also prompts about other topics. You will work for 2 hours over 
the course of the week. You can break this time down to 20 to 25 minutes per day. Write your responses in your  
digital journal. Click the blue link and make a copy. Once you have made your copy, it will appear in your 
Google Drive. Be careful not to accidentally duplicate it. Choose from the prompts below for your daily 
writing. Be sure to notice how many times you may write about particular prompts. 
 
A few of you may be working on a hard copy of this assignment.  Use your own paper for your responses.  All 
links that will help you with Prompts C, D, and E have been printed for you. 

 
Requirements 
1. All work must be school appropriate. 
2. All entries must be written in Times New Roman font, size 12, and double spaced. 
3. Entries must be between 250 and 500 words. 
4. All work must be your own, original work. 
5. Give credit to your sources. 
6. Check everything: spelling, grammar, usage, and mechanics. 
7. Respond to at least four prompts, or the equivalent of two hours worth of work, before turning in your 

work. 
 

 
 

Prompt A-Talk to your family and friends. (You may choose this once a week.) 
● Call your grandparents, aunts, uncles, close family friends, etc. Interview them about how they’re doing. Find 
out how they are dealing with this, alternative mode of living. Ask them how they are keeping their spirits up. 
Ask them if they remember anything like this from the past. You might even record the conversations. 
Summarize the details you learn. If you’re feeling inspired, turn it into a slideshow, video, podcast, etc.  

 
Prompt B - Keep a diary or journal. (You may choose this once a week.) 
● We are living through a moment in history that people will remember for the rest of their lives. One day, you 
may be telling your own children what you experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020. Your words 
will be a first-hand historical account (primary source) of these events that will be of great value in the future. In 
your journal you might describe what you do with your time, how you’re feeling, what you’re thinking, and what 
you’re observing in the world around you. You might include videos, images, drawings, excerpts from news 
sources, etc.  
 
 
Prompt C - Investigate claims  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gEe3njLxRf00IdRJoElmpTvb1nQ43p_WPgO8KyjY-A4/copy?usp=sharing
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(This prompt will count as two journal entries! Choose as many as you want.) 
  
Be sure and cite your sources in your writing by including the website link or 
author’s name and date of publication.  
 
Choose EITHER COVID-19, or a topic you are interested in learning more about.  Send 
an email to your teacher about your topic to make sure it is okay.  
 
Note: All of these links are to English-language websites. HOWEVER: please feel free to look at newspapers 
covering COVID-19, or different topic you are interested in, from around the world linked at the end of this 
assignment page, in all different languages.  

 
As the coronavirus has spread across the world, so too has misinformation. In fact, according to a NY Times 
article, there is so much inaccurate information about the virus, the World Health Organization says it is 
confronting an “infodemic.” Choose some coronavirus-related claims you find on social media or perhaps 
rumors you’ve heard from others. Use the techniques suggested by the Infodemic Blog to investigate. What did 
you discover? How well did it work to apply the suggested process to this particular claim?  

Here are some resources for staying on top of what’s true and what’s not:  
● Snopes, which calls itself “the internet’s definitive fact-checking resource,” has a special coronavirus 
Collection that makes it easy to check viral rumors.  
● As part of its COVID-19 advice for the public, the W.H.O. has a “Myth busters” page.  
● The News Literacy Project also has a “Rumor Review” that helps students look critically at how 
coronavirus hoaxes continue to spread.  
 
 
 

Prompt D - Conduct Research.  
(This prompt counts as two journal entries! Do as many as you like.) 
 
Be sure and cite your sources in your writing by including the website link or 
author’s name and date of publication.  
 
Choose EITHER COVID-19, or a topic you are interested in learning more about.  Send 
an email to your teacher about your topic, to make sure it is okay.  
 
This global pandemic is impacting everything from the world economy to our social rituals. It is raising 
questions about how we work and how we play; what responsibilities governments have to prepare for 
pandemics and keep their citizens informed; how we care for our most vulnerable; how the outbreak fuels 
racism; and what role schools play in our societies. What questions do you have about this pandemic and how it 
is affecting the world? Do some research about these topics or read an article on a related topic of your choice. 
Write about what you learn. You may start with any of the links above, or research on your own, but remember 
to stick to credible sources. See the last page for more sources!  
 

 
Prompt E - Look at the Big Picture. (Choose as many of these as you like.) 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/coronavirus
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/health/coronavirus-misinformation-social-media.html
https://infodemic.blog/
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.snopes.com/collections/coronavirus-origins-treatments/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://newslit.org/get-smart/coronavirus-hoaxes-continue-to-spread/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/podcasts/coronavirus-stock-market-crash.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/06/style/self-care/shaking-hands-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/10/upshot/coronavirus-paid-sick-leave.html
https://www.nytimes.com/article/cancelled-events-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/podcasts/the-daily/coronavirus-us-testing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/podcasts/the-daily/coronavirus-us-testing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/business/china-coronavirus-disabilities-wealth-gap.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/30/world/asia/coronavirus-chinese-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/30/world/asia/coronavirus-chinese-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/07/nyregion/nyc-schools-coronavirus.html
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Be sure and cite your sources in your writing by including the website link or 
author’s name and date of publication.) 
 
Read the essential questions below. Which of these questions interests you most? Choose one of them to write 
about. Then read the news through that lens, finding articles, videos, social media posts, photographs, maps, 
graphs or anything else that might address it. What answers do those sources suggest? What additional questions 
or issues do they raise? What conclusions, if any, can you make?  
  
1. What weaknesses — and what strengths — is coronavirus exposing in our society?  
2. What lessons can we learn from this crisis? How should we apply those lessons?  
3. What ethical issues does this pandemic raise — for each of us personally, for our immediate communities and 
    for us all as global citizens?  
4. What does it mean to be a “good citizen” in the context of this outbreak?  
5. What historical parallels, like to the 1918 flu pandemic and to the Plague, can we find, and what can — and  
    can’t — we learn from them?  
6. What are the causes and effects of this pandemic? What future effects can you predict, whether they happen  
    in days, weeks, months or years? Why?  
7. How can you best help yourself, your friends and family, or any other communities you are a part of that are 
    affected by this pandemic?  
8. In todays’ global economy, businesses have to be creative and adaptive to survive. What innovations have you 
    seen in the way some businesses have changed in order to survive during times of “social distance”? 
9. Social media has been flooded with song parodies, memes, and YouTube videos that use humor to talk about 
    the coronavirus.  What is the role of humor in the midst of this pandemic? Does it help or hurt the situation? 
    Explain your opinion about this phenomena and give 2 or 3 specific examples to illustrate your thinking. 
10. When is the restriction of freedom a good thing? Maybe you don’t think it is ever justified. Explain your 
    thinking and give 2 or 3 real life examples. 
11. How do you think this pandemic will change our society? Give several specific examples and explain why 
    you think these changes will occur.  
12. What is the relationship between decisions and consequences? 
13. How do decisions, actions and consequences vary depending on perspective? 
14. How does conflict/stress/tension lead to change? 
15. How can language be powerful?  
16. How does the media shape our opinions and actions? 
17. What motivates people to act? How do motivations affect actions and others around you? 
 
 
What is the role of humor during this pandemic? Write about the song parodies, mem 
Prompt F - Write about books, movies, and Ted Talks - (Unlimited choices!) 
 
 With all this time off of school, you may be spending time reading books, watching movies, and TV shows. 
Write about what you’ve read or watched. Here are some prompts to get you started. 
 
1. Watch a video on this Ted Series site https://www.ted.com/series/small_thing_big_idea . Summarize the video  
    and explain what you learned in an essay. 
2. Find a poem that connects with a book you have been reading since you’ve been home. Copy the poem and  
    then explain in a written response how the poem and the book are connected. The connection could be a  
    shared theme, conflict, character motivation, setting, etc.  This will work for fiction or nonfiction. 
3. After reading a fiction book, reflect on the theme of the novel. Remember that themes are universal, not 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/health/coronavirus-is-very-different-from-the-spanish-flu-of-1918-heres-how.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/01/opinion/coronavirus-italy.html
https://www.ted.com/series/small_thing_big_idea
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    specific to a particular book.  For example, a theme of To Kill a Mockingbird is that discrimination hurts 
    everyone in the community. Explain the theme of your novel. Give several examples from the book to prove  
    your opinion. 
4. After reading a nonfiction book, write a review of the book. Explain what the book is about. Sell the book to 
   future readers by giving them a purpose for reading it. Finally, grade the book. Would it receive 10 stars or 1  
   star? Justify your opinion with specific examples from the book. 
5. Research the Hero’s Journey. Using any book you have read, explain how the main character follows this path. 
6. Rewrite the last page you read in your book, but from the perspective of another character. 
7. Imagine that you are a book critic or an editor. It is your job to help the author improve the writing. Choose a  
   specific section of the book and explain what is happening. Then, explain how the author could make that part  
   better. You may also write about what makes one section of the book especially effective and impactful. 
8. Explain how a novel would change if it were written from another point of view. Choose three examples from 
   the book and explain how those sections would change if it were written from a different P.O.V. Also explain  
   how the entire book would change if the perspective changed. 
9. Think about the last chapter you read or a favorite chapter. Paraphrase that chapter. You may also choose to 
   rewrite it as a poem, a song lyric, or as a nursery rhyme. 
10. Look at your book from the perspective of one friend, a family member, one of your teachers, or a famous 
   person. If they were reading the same book, how would they think or feel about it? 
 
11. Develop a section of the book into a drama with stage directions, character speaking parts, a narrator, and  
   a soliloquy. 
12. What is the relationship between decisions and consequences? Use examples from your book to explain. 
13. How do decisions, actions and consequences vary depending on perspective? Use examples from the book. 
14. How does conflict/stress/tension lead to change? Illustrate your thinking with examples from the book. 
15. How can language be powerful? Use examples from the book to prove your point. 
16. How does the media shape our opinions and actions? Give several examples from the text to show your  
   thinking. 

17. What motivates people to act? How do motivations affect actions and others around you? Give examples 
from what you have read to prove your point. 

 
 
 
G) Just WRITE. (Choose one a week.) 
 
1. Draw a picture and write an explanation of your art.  Talk about the meaning of the color choices, symbolism,  
   and/or perspective. 
2. Write a letter to yourself. Imagine that you will open it in ten years. Explain why you are not doing remote  
   school, how your daily life is different, and how you, your family, and friends are dealing with the  changes. 
3.  Write a letter to yourself about where you want to be five years from now or ten years from now. Make some 
   goals and explain why you chose these goals. Visualize what you want for your life. 
4. Imagine that you were a senior this year. Tell the “story” of your senior year. How have the cancellations 
   impacted your last year in high school?  Or, write about what we could do to honor seniors who are missing  
   prom, awards ceremonies, final sports seasons, and graduation. 
5. Choose an essential worker like a doctor, nurse, police officer, firefighter, EMT, grocery store or pharmacy 
   employee, Amazon delivery driver, farmer, or trucker. Write from that person’s perspective about what life is  
   like for him or her right now. 
6. Write a letter to someone. 
7. Write a short story. 
8. Write about an important memory. 
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9. What is an important outlet for you right now? Explain how it helps relieve some stress and boredom. 
10. What are some things going on in your head when you think about what we are experiencing now?  
11. If things were the way you would like, explain what you would be doing right now, tomorrow, or next week. 
12. Write about a great day that you want to remember and explain why. 
13. Take a mental picture of your life right now and describe it. 
14. If you could have a conversation with one person, who would it be? What would you say? What would you 
   ask? How do you feel this person would respond to your conversation and questions? 
15. What is something good that is happening in your life now? 
16. How can you make a difference in your world, the larger world, or both while living in the new normal? 

 
 

Prompt H – (Check with your teacher before choosing this one.) 
 
Have you got an idea about something to write about, but it’s not on the list?  Send an email to your teacher to 
make sure it is okay.  Maybe it is something we want to share with everyone at DNG. 


